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           Lew-Port Universal Pre-Kindergarten

      Program Is Now Full Day!

In partnership with the Lewiston Porter School district the

 YMCA now offers a free FULL DAY UPK program to all district

 families at the Primary Education Center.

Children must be 4 years old but not 5 by December 1st 

to be eligible for the program. 

Students are eligible to ride the bus to and from school at 4 years old. 

Transportation required by families for any child entering

 the program at 3 years old. 

Limited spots left for the 2022-23 school year. 

Please visit the Lew-Port district website for the application.

https://www.lew-port.com/Page/12867 

FREE PROGRAM

8:50-3:20pm Program follows the district calendar

For more information please contact: kmeister@ymcabn.org
‘Deposits for Food’ reaches $100,000 

in giving to area food pantries
Community Missions and 

Heart, Love & Soul have received 
thousands in donations 

In August 2013, Lewiston resi-
dent Angelo Sarkees put into ac-
tion an idea he had for some time. 
A recent retiree, Sarkees began 
collecting bottles and cans at the 
Lewiston Jazz Festival, with the 
idea of turning them in to raise 
funds for local Niagara County 
food pantries. So began his “De-
posits 4 Food” initiative.

Nearly nine years later, Sarkees 
presented checks to Commu-
nity Missions and Heart, Love & 
Soul, bringing his total donations 
to more than $100,000. The do-
nations were made in honor of 
Earth Day, in recognition of his 
efforts to keep these items out of 
landfi lls or in the environment.

“It breaks down to $45,000 
that I’ve given each to Commu-
nity Missions and Heart, Love & 
Soul, and $5,000 each to the Wil-
son Community Food Pantry and 
Care-N-Share Pantry in Ransom-
ville,” Sarkees said.

This latest milestone comes af-
ter Sarkees collected his one mil-
lionth container back in fall 2021. 

The initiative has also grown to 
include scrap metal donated by 
many local businesses.

“Thank you to all who donate to 
the project, including the house-
holds that give their containers 
and the businesses who donate 
scrap metal,” Sarkees said. “Spe-
cial thanks to Doug Adamson 
and his staff at the Porter Empty 

Return Center in Ransomville for 
their invaluable assistance in pro-
cessing the containers. And as al-
ways, thanks to the staff of Com-
munity Missions, Heart, Love & 
Soul, Wilson Community Food 
Pantry, and Care-N-Share Pantry 
for their work in the community.”

Sarkees can be reached at sar-
keesa@yahoo.com. 

Wheatfi eld Lions offer thanks

Many thanks to our neighbors 
and friends in repairing our 
front letter sign. Here is where 
events at 6535 Ward Road will be 
posted, such as pancake break-
fasts, fundraisers and so forth. 

We would like to heartily thank 
members of the Niagara Alliance 
Church, Charles Ailing Jr., Mi-
chael Schroeder, Tom Hein and 
Tim Pieszonka. Also, Pastor Dan 
Piazza (not pictured). 

“We Serve”.
Lion Walter Garrow and the 

rest of the Wheatfi eld New York 
Lion Den

Pictured, from left: Community Missions Vice President Joe Sbarbati, “De-
posits for Food” founder Angelo Sarkees and Heart, Love & Soul Assistant 
Director Pam Dixon. (Submitted photo)

SBA recognizes Dana Burgio’s Salon LaModa 
as Outstanding Women-Owned Business

The Small Business Administration presented its Buffalo District Outstand-
ing Women-Owned Small Business Person of the Year Award to Dana Bur-
gio, owner-operator of Salon LaModa, located at 2180 Niagara Falls Blvd., 
Town of Tonawanda.

SBA District Director Franklin Sciortino said the award is “an excellent 
example of how small business helped us respond to the employment and 
business crisis brought on by the pandemic.” He cited Burgio’s 25-year an-
niversary at Salon LaModa as a model for women succeeding in business. 

The SBA Buffalo District embraces 14 counties from Buffalo to Rochester. 
Sciortino said the award recognizes “outstanding entrepreneurial achieve-
ments and contributions to our economy by creating 21st century jobs, driv-
ing innovation and increasing America’s global competitiveness.”

Among the distinctive features of Salon LaModa has been its service to 
clients from throughout the region; its outreach to persons fi ghting cancer, 
alopecia and other challenges; and its growth and expansion. Burgio and 
her staff are also internationally recognized experts in the most current hair 
extensions.
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